
In response to FOCUS questionnaire to candidates – 25/10/10 
 
(1) Before commenting on the achievements or potential future initiatives 
relating to preservation, I wish to point out this present Council, via 
individual Members have presented to Council numerous ‘ideas’ with either 
or both historical protection and local environmental needs, in mind.   
These Council supported projects, often unanimously supported, will place 
the next Council in good stead.  
  
As one of the founding members of FOCUS, I appreciate the group’s 
dedication to Unley’s built form and over the years its diversity. With that in 
mind, I wish to express two of my interests during this current Council term. 
Firstly, the importance of protecting our ‘heritage trees’ and trees in general, 
this claim has been well documented since November 2008.  My second 
claim, by 2009 Council Members had recognized, to help in retaining 
Unley’s existing heritage housing stock in today’s world, an approach to 
incorporating modern and energy efficient housing was needed, whilst 
respecting its unique character.  I raised ‘ideas’, methods to involve the 
community through education and providing useful information, this was 
documented in July 2009 and well received by Administration.  I am proud 
to say some of these concepts were later incorporated into the Council’s 
Environment Sustainability Plan 2010/13.  One not yet endorsed by Council 
is inline with the ‘Historic Dwelling’ retention project, which is to 
encourage sustainable methods, with the assistance of trained Council staff 
at the early stage in the planning process.  However, this has been reported 
to be a consideration for the 2011/12 Budget, as a pilot initially.  These are a 
few of mine, but as I previously stated, this Council success has been not 
due to one individual’s input.  
 
 
(2) There is no time line, this is simply on-going and often changing.  
 
(3) The ‘Unley Life’ is very well read amongst the Unley Community and 
could easily include regular articles of interest. And, for the children of 
Unley in particular, the Town Hall would be an ideal ‘staged period-
costume’ venue for the Museum to invite Unley students of an age 
appropriate primary school level, as a school excursion, in small groups.  
A mock occasion could be incorporated, to entertain and educate.   
If successful this could be repeated, yearly.   
 
 
(4) I agree, freedom of information needs to be available to everyone 
involved and must ensure reasonable assess to that information, so I support 



the concept.  Having said that, the question of feasibility needs to be 
answered, I would be happy to take this further, if for some reason this 
cannot be achieved, I am sure, the current process can be improved.   
  
(5) There are several ‘biggest’ issues, depending on your passion or location.  
But, in my opinion there is one currently that stands out, which if allowed 
will have a devastating long term, (next 100years) effect on the future of the 
City Unley and that is the ‘Freight Train Debate’.  
 
 
(6) To assist further with the ‘Freight Train Debate’ and work to get a good 
outcome, the arguments on quality of life and sustainability are sound, with 
supporting evidence.  This will need the new Council’s immediate attention 
and I would encourage FOCUS giving this their attention. 
 
           
(7) I’m sure you can appreciate, at this moment it is hard to think much 
further than a month.  Realizing the dynamics of the next (4 year term) 
Council will have a huge influence on the reality rather than the vision in  
5 years.   
So, assuming that the next Council will have the ability to negotiate with the 
State and Federal Governments to benefit the City of Unley, continues with 
the strategic foundation left by the present Council and build on that, in  
5 years the ‘Vision’, should be received well by the community.     
   
(8) Wow my 10 Year Vision, I think that question would be better put to my  
6 year old, who has already learnt the value of our precious world 
environment and realizes its fragile future, through his school program.  He 
has also been able to transfer that information to his own suburban backyard.  
His presence and future has influenced me throughout this term on Council.     
 
(9) I am a Board Member of the Goodwood Community Services Inc. 
 
(10) I am rather disappointed in this question, as someone who has spent 
many a night sitting in the gallery observing Council, Committees and DAP 
Meetings prior to nominating for Council.  I feel this question should not 
have excluded the new candidates.   
I have attended all Council meetings in the past 12 months.  I was absent for 
1 (one) Council meeting, during this 4 year Council term.   
 
Denise Tipper 
Candidate for Goodwood Ward. 


