
Response to Questionnaire for Friends of Unley 

 
Don Palmer 

Candidate for Goodwood South Ward 2010 

 

 

1 Development and the protection of Unley’s Heritage 

 

I own a pergola building business that has and continues to work on designing pergolas 

that have empathy with the current residential development code and/or with the 

development plan of the council governing the particular development, including where 

the development is of a heritage nature. 

 

As a Warden I am responsible for the maintenance of the heritage listed buildings of my 

Church Parish. I am therefore conscious of the unique challenges faced by owners of 

heritage buildings and would be seeking ways in which Council can assist in the process of 

protecting these lovely buildings.  

 

A desire to apply as an independent member of the next City of Unley Development 

Assessment Panel so that I could assist in overseeing good design led to my being 

encouraged by a current councillor in another ward to go one step better and offer my 

services and my skills and experience as a councillor in lieu. 

 

I would certainly be offering, if elected, to be one of the councillors appointed to the 

Development Assessment Panel.  

 

 

2 Timeline for collection of this work 

 

This is not something with a finite timeline. It is something that requires on going vigilance 

and supervision. 

 

 

3 Promotion of Unley Museum 

 

Displaying and more importantly preserving the history of an area is important. Unley is 

fortunate to have a museum doing just that. One of the essential ingredients to moving 

forward is to recognise and build on the experiences of the past. 

 

 

4 Downloadable Development Applications 

 

I support the concept of downloadable development plans where the development in 

question is other than a category 1 development, with a view to enabling residents wishing 

to respond to developments that may affect them without taking up excessive 

administrative time of Council staff. 

 

 



 

 

5 Biggest Issue Facing Council 

 

The biggest issue facing Council is without question the impact the current State 

Government’s strategic plan for doubling the population may have on the City of Unley.  

 

If we as a council don’t respond proactively we could see development occur in our area 

that we have little or no control over and which can dramatically undermine the protection 

of our heritage and our character buildings. 

 

The upcoming council will be charged with the responsability of how we might allow future 

development to occur without compromising our “city of villages” character. 

 

 

6 Prime Issue to address 

 

There is no one single issue to focus on. My aim as a new councillor is to advocate for the 

people of my ward (Goodwood South) and the City as a whole.  

 

I will be looking specifically to oversee the council’s efficiency and ensure rate rises are 

kept to a minimum.  

 

I wish to help to develop and build the natural and built environment, aiming to protect 

and maintain Unley’s trees and it’s character homes and to encourage the completion of 

the Council’s footpath program. 

 

I will also push for continued stormwater harvesting and promote the use of solar energy 

for Unley’s homes. 

 

7 5 year vision 

 

The City of Unley is a culturally diverse, inner suburban part of Adelaide that has seen in 

recent times and will see if the foreseeable future an influx of younger families. 

 

We should encourage these families to become part of our community.  

 

It is important that the City is a safe and healthy living environment for families that 

provides them an opportunity to live, work, prosper, shop and play and an opportunity for 

their children to learn and grow. 

 

 

8 10 year vision 

 

As an advocate for the citizens of Unley and of Goodwood South I am keen to consult with 

the residents and to consider their dreams, desires and goals. By doing this, I can help 

Council build a vision beyond their current vision that incorporates these dreams, desires 

and goals. 



9 Affiliations 

 

I own two businesses operating within the building industry, Sunsafe Pergolas & Verandahs 

and Reliable Home Inspections and I am currently a Warden at St Augustines Anglican 

Church, Unley. 

 

10 Council Meetings attended 

 

As a first time candidate this question is not applicable to me. 


