
Response to FOCUS questionnaire to candidates in Unley Council 
election 2010

1. Preserving the unique character, lifestyle and heritage of Unley is a main 
concern to me.  While it is important for the economic growth of our City to 
encourage residential and commercial activity I will continue to oppose 
inappropriate development and interference with the character of our 
neighbourhoods.

I will be part of the negotiations that are currently occurring with the State 
government in relation to the 30 year plan to keep housing density from our 
heritage and character neighbourhoods by agreeing to some heavy-density 
shop and housing development on Unley and Greenhill Roads.

2. If elected as Mayor of Unley I commit to doing my utmost during my term of 
office to continue to protect the heritage and character of the neighbourhoods 
in our City of Villages.

3. I will promote a regular feature on the Unley Museum in Council’s publication 
“Unley Life” and on Council’s website and in the regular Council column in the 
Messenger Press.  I will encourage Elected Members  of Council to promote it 
through their regular newsletter and the boards of the community centres that 
they represent.  I will also promote the display of promotional material at 
community centres and libraries.

4. Absolutely.  It is  essential that residents who could be affected by 
development have access, freely and transparently, of development 
applications including plans in downloadable electronic format.

5. There are numerous issues that I would consider to be of major importance to 
be addressed by Council over the next 3 years including –

• Effective management of assets  and infrastructure.   Over the years  Unley 
Council has made a substantial investment in infrastructure and it is vital that 
there are comprehensive programmes in place to protect our assets.  

• Improving efficiency to ensure acceptable levels of rate rises.  This can be 
achieved by diligent administration of Council’s budget to limit increases in 
line with or around levels of CPI.  Forensic analysis  of all budget programmes 
will occur..

• Environmental sustainability.  I was  instrumental in the establishment of 
Council’s Community Sustainability Advisory Group which provides 
considered advice on ways to improve the environmental sustainability 
performance of the local community.  I am currently the Chairperson of this 
Advisory Group and, if elected, I would seek to maintain this position and to 
drive real outcomes.
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• Water preservation and Flood Mitigation.  I have been a long-term advocate 
and will continue to encourage the use of recycled water, the capture and 
retention of stormwater and projects to minimise flooding.

• A few years ago council was  allocating $800,000 per year for footpath 
replacement and maintenance.  It is  now down to around $500,000. This 
clearly needs to go back up to at least the same allocation that was previously 
occurring. 

• I will also promote an increase in frequency of footpath and roadway 
sweeping to minimise debris from flowing into our stormwater system to 
decrease potential environmental damage to our creeks and the ocean. 

• Bicycle Pathways.    In 1994 I was successful in having a bicycle pathway 
plan adopted by Council and we now have 45 kilometres of bike paths and 
are continuing to build on that plan.  If elected as Mayor I will strive for a 
continuation and improvement of bicycle facilities for residents  with a heavy 
emphasis on safe riding for all bike riders using Unley streets and bicycle 
pathways.

• Crime Prevention Advisory Committee.  I will promote the establishment of a 
Crime Prevention Advisory Committee comprised of a partnership between 
Elected Members of Council, SA Police, Neighbourhood Watch groups and 
community representatives.  The Advisory Committee will look at methods of 
preventing neighbourhood crimes such as car theft, hooliganism, burglary, 
hoon driving and graffiti.

• Solar energy.  Council must continue to install solar panels on civic buildings 
such as the Civic Centre, the Town Hall, Library and the Citizens Centre.   I 
will promote bulk purchasing of solar energy panels/systems for Unley 
residents.

• Character and Heritage. Preservation of the unique character, lifestyle and 
heritage of Unley is of major importance and I will continue to strongly oppose 
indiscriminate development.

6. My prime issue is to protect the unique character and heritage of the City of 
Unley – the City of Villages.  The City of Unley is a vibrant community and I 
believe that residents are entitled to effective management of assets and 
infrastructure and a system that enhances their quality of life.  I am committed 
to good governance and to responding to the needs of the community.  

.
7. If elected as Mayor of Unley for a four-year term of office I will put Unley 

residents and ratepayers ahead of all other interests.  I will focus on providing 
strong, experienced leadership to ensure that we provide a thriving society 
and a sustainable environment for the future.
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8. My 10- year vision would include enhancement of the system of the City of 
Villages with strong emphasis on environmental sustainability and protection 
of our parks, gardens and leafy suburbs so that our children and 
grandchildren can continue to enjoy the unique lifestyle of Unley.  

If elected, I propose during my term of office to put measures into place to 
improve facilities for our ageing community.

9. I am not a member of any political party.  I am a member of Greenpeace and 
the Justice of the Peace Association for the past 25 years.  I am also a 
member of my respective union.

10. I have attended all Council meetings in the past 12 months and in the past 17 
years I have only missed approximately 2-3 meetings through either sickness 
or family reasons.

Les Birch
Candidate for Mayor of Unley

24 October 2010
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