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From: Claire and Michael Saies (cmsaies@bigpond.net.au)
To: focusonunley@yahoo.com.au; 
Date: Tue, 19 October, 2010 11:53:06 PM
Cc: 
Subject: Re: Friends of the City of Unley Society 2010 Local Government Election Survey

 
 
Dear Ros,
 
As a general proposition, I am committed to the protection of Unley's heritage. However, every application for
development should be decided on its own merits.
 
My experience of the planning and development processes in local government has not been particularly rewarding,
as I have struggled (in the context of two applications for development in which, as a respondent, I made written
representations to the City of Unley and made oral submissions before the DAP in one of those applications) to
make sense of the way in which the City of Unley planning department interprets and applies relevant development
principles.
 
To some extent, local councils are hamstrung by the State government's obsession with higher density living in the
inner suburbs - no matter what the cost in heritage terms. However, the processes at the local government level, in
my view, need to be more transparent. To this end, I fully support the concept you have raised in question 4 - but
this outcome may have to be achieved by legislative change to the Development Act, 1993 and by Regulations
promulgated under the Act, rather than by resolution of Council.
 
As a legal practitioner of 22 years standing (with limited expertise in planning and development law) I place a lot of
importance upon procedural fairness and the right of interested parties to be heard.
 
My answers to questions 5, 7 and 8 have a common theme of pursuing the goal of "sustainability" - not just in a
population sense, but also in an environmental sense (eg. through techniques like stormwater harvesting), in a
heritage sense and in the context of meeting the needs of those members of the community who are more
dependent upon the services and facilities of local councils (eg. elderly residents and stay at home parents). To this
end, I am interested in exploring ways of expanding the services and facilities provided by the four community
centres in the City of Unley and by the Unley Library. The Unley Museum also has a role to play in this process.
 
In answer to question 3, I believe that the Unley Museum has been reasonably effective at publicising particular
exhibitions of interest to the community - but there is scope, in my view, to gain much wider exposure by making
use of the family friendly environment of the Unley Village Green and staging Family Fun Days / Fairs - each with a
theme that is directly relevant to the exhibition which, at the time, is on display at the Museum.
 
In answer to question 6, whilst the shortcomings, as I perceive them, in the planning and development processes of
local government - and my sense of having been, effectively, shut out of the process on two occasions - was a
significant factor underlying my decision to nominate for Council, I am passionate about a range of issues which I
have identified in my profile in the "LGA Candidates" website. All you need to do is click on "City of Unley" and then
"Unley Park Ward" to find my profile.
 
In answer to question 9, I am currently a member of the South Australian Bar Association and a member of the
Sporting Car Club of South Australia. I am not affiliated with any political parties.
 
 
Regards,
 
Michael Saies  (Candidate for the Unley Park Ward)
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----- Original Message -----
From: FOCUS, Inc.
To: focusonunley@yahoo.com.au
Sent: Monday, October 18, 2010 12:07 AM
Subject: Friends of the City of Unley Society 2010 Local Government Election Survey

Dear Candidate,

The Friends of the City of Unley Society, Inc, conducts a survey of candidates during each Local
Government Election. This survey asks questions relating to your views and principles relating to the
main concerns of our society, namely the preservation and enhancement of the Character and Heritage
of the City of Unley. 

We are pleased to attach the survey for this election. We apologise for the short time frame but would
like the answers back in a week by the 25th of October. 

As is usual, we will be distributing the survey results to our members by placing them on our website at
http://focusonunley.org, so that they can make an informed decision on the results. 

The results will be posted verbatim on our website, and we will not be able to engage in discussion
with you on the details of the survey for reasons of impartiality

We thank you greatly for your time and look forward to your response

With thanks

Friends of the City of Unley Society, Inc

 

mailto:focusonunley@yahoo.com.au
mailto:focusonunley@yahoo.com.au

