
1. Please describe your commitment to the protection of Unley 
Heritage, including items not identified in the current DPA.

I have been actively involved in trying to preserve Unley’s heritage since my 
involvement with the now defunct Unley Residents Society in the early 1970s and have 
taken an active interest in all the rezoning which has occurred since.  I have never been 
shy about objecting to development proposals that do not sit comfortably in their 
streetscapes.  I have been on the Development Plan Review Committee and its 
successors, and am presently a member of the DPA amendment steering group, which is 
wrestling with the State Government’s future vision of Unley’s commercial areas versus 
Unley residents and ratepayers desires.  Generally they are poles apart.  With the 
chainsaw-friendly changes to the significant tree regulations looming, Council must 
urgently review the list of very significant trees listed in the Unley Development Plan, 
which will still be protected.

2. What time line do you commit for the conclusion of this work?

Obviously I cannot commit to a timeline, since it must depend on decisions made by a 
majority of Council members.  Even when they have made a decision any new 
development plan can get bogged down in the Ministers Office for years.  All I can 
promise is my level best to push for the amendments to be completed quickly.

3. What could you do to promote the Unley Museum and its significant 
collection to the general public in order to increase the general 
public’s knowledge of the history of Unley?

The Unley Museum is a great local resource which I enjoy visiting and using as a source 
of obscure information. I really don’t know how it can be promoted further, but I will 
certainly listen to any sympathetically realistic ideas from others.   

4. Will you support the placement of the complete contents of 
development applications, including plans, in downloadable 
electronic format on the Council Website?

It would be impracticable   to put the documentation for all applications onto the website. 
Of the 100 to150 lodged in Unley each month 90% are Category 1, totally complying or 
minor items like garden sheds which are assessed under delegated authority by the 
planning staff. 
I have long agitated for Category 2 and 3 development application documents to be 
available on the internet.  It is (or at least was) available on some other Councils 
websites, including Adelaide and Burnside. Unfortunately recent amendments to the 
Development Regulations have restricted comment on Cat 2 items to the immediate 
neighbors. 
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Lobbying the State Government to relax this gag and once again allow wider consultation 
on Category 2 items is essential before putting plans on the net, as there is no point in 
advertising an application if public comment must be legally ignored.
Third party representations can now only be considered by the Development Assessment 
Panel for Category 3 proposals, for which the full application documentation is already 
put onto the Unley Council website.  Oh!  If you cannot put in a valid representation you 
cannot address the DAP, and have no appeal rights to the ERD Court.

5. What do you think is the biggest issue facing Unley Council over the 
next 3 years?

Hard to say which ONE issue.  Major issues will be flooding, DAP 3 which will 
inevitably change the streetscapes of Goodwood, Greenhill, and Unley Roads 
dramatically, with much medium rise and mixed use development, increased Developer 
activity in areas outside the Heritage and perhaps the Streetscape zones, and the ever 
increasing fight against on-street all day parking.  I think the biggest challenge will be 
fighting off massive Urban Consolidation pressures from North Terrace, yet 
compromising just enough to ensure that we don’t loose our bargaining powers. Already 
we have lost our local Planning Committees which were flexible, could communicate 
with developers and objectors, sometimes broker mutually acceptable solutions.  Now we 
have the Development Assessment Panel which operates in a strait jacket of Government 
rules, and has a minority of elected members on it.
My crystal ball has a vision of Bob Such launching yet another campaign for Council 
amalgamations, which will be of no benefit to Unley, and probably leave us cross 
subsidizing badly neglected infrastructure in areas such as Mitcham Hills.

6. What is the prime issue you want to address as a Councillor?

No Councillor should be a single issue person.  My twin prime issues are Traffic 
Management and Planning, especially working towards the best Development Plan 
Amendment compromise which protects Unley’s character and Heritage, while 
acknowledging that the commercial areas, at least, will see major changes.  The Council 
must work hard to ensure that the DPAs achieve the best compromise for all ratepayers. 
 

7. What is your vision for Unley in 5 years?

Like it or not, Unley  2015 will have significantly more medium to high density 
dwellings, and more retirement accommodation, with the two major projects, Julia Farr 
and the Arthur-Mary Street complexes already built, albeit in a modified form.  Demand 
for services for retirees will increase, and the existing Citizens Centres may no longer be 
adequate. Probably major changes will be occurring on our main roads as a result of 

Responses by Rufus Salaman, Unley Ward to FOCUS Questioner 



DPA-3.  Unfortunately increasing through traffic and all day parking will be considerably  
more of a problem, unless Council is proactive, especially on the parking issue.
 

8. What is your vision for Unley in 10 years?

More of the same, but the projected increase in population will put pressure on existing 
Council services, such as parks (leash-free dog areas), Community Services, especially 
those catering for the elderly, and the young. There will be problems with funding 
infrastructure, with high cost items such as King William Road and the Swimming Pool 
possibly coming to the end of their useful life.

I hope that most of our character and heritage, at least within the Heritage and Streetscape 
zones, will be protected and the local charm, which now makes Unley so attractive, will 
be preserved.

My vision includes the long overdue upgrade of Unley Road, with protected right turn 
lanes and parking outside peak hours, and the completion of the Rugby Street bikeway.

Maybe I am an optimist!

9. Please describe what organizations are you affiliated with.

I am a member of FOCUS, on the board of the Goodwood Bendigo Community Bank, 
the Subaru Four-wheel Drive Club, a member of the Australian Institute of Building, The 
Australian Institute of Building Surveyors, and the Warless Institute of Australia.  I am 
not a member of any political party or organization.

10.  For current councillors; How many council meetings have you 
attended in the past 12 months?

I believe that I have attended all Council meetings in the last 12 months.

Written and authorized by Rufus Salaman, 39 Arthur Street, Unley SA 5061 19th October 2010
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