


Dear Neighbour,

We choose to live in the Unley council area 
because of the wide open spaces, the 
picturesque streetscapes which include 
significant trees, and the easy access to 
facilities.


The changing shape of our neighbourhood is a 
major point of discussion amongst us with the 
planned Unley Central development.


While development is an important part of 
building infrastructure which will serve us into 
the future, so is the need to preserve our 
heritage whether it be bricks and mortar or 
living heritage - our parks, gardens and 
treescapes. In particular, “significant trees” 
which have been part of the community for far 
longer than we have and are in their own right 
an important community asset.


The South Australian Government has laws to 
protect these trees, and the City Of Unley 
administers these laws.


Despite this system of protection, over the last 
5 months, we understand that the Council has 
received 33 applications to remove significant 
or regulated trees. Council has approved 20 to 
be destroyed, 7 are under assessment and 6 
are waiting for further information.


This pamphlet has been produced because of 
the growing concern by many Unley rate 
payers THAT THE LAWS TO PROTECT THESE 
TREES and the wildlife that live in them, aren’t 
working.




What is a Significant tree? 
A significant tree has a trunk circumference of 
3.0 metres or more. In other words it is well 
established and has been part of the 
community for a long time.


Why are they important? 
• Significant trees provide very important 

habitat corridors for wildlife. 


• Once this corridor has been destroyed 
species die out - never to return.


• They are historical landmarks; some of them 
are 200 plus years old.


• They “green” our neighbourhood and keep 
the summer temperatures down.


• Protecting them sets an example for the next 
generation.


Why are they in danger? 
• Lack of knowledge about their importance.


• To make way for larger house sizes and 
inappropriate development.


Why are they being destroyed? 
Council relies heavily on an aborist report 
commissioned by each applicant on the health 
of each tree and its impact on the public. We 
understand that in many cases, these reports 
contradict the Council's internal assessment of 
the trees. In addition there are no restrictions 
on the number of applications an applicant can 
make - but public consultation is only allowed 
on the first application for development 


Often trees are removed even though there 
might be community opposition.




Of Great Concern! 
47 Fairford St have lodged their second 
application to Council to have two significant 
trees (River Red Gums) removed from the rear of 
their block.


The first was rejected by Council. While the 
applicant’s arborist claimed the trees were 
failing, the Council arborist and an independent 
arborist commissioned by the Council provided 
evidence that the trees were in good health. 


Following Council’s decision, both the 
applicant and two other adjoining properties 
paid an experienced arborist to prune the trees 
to ensure good health and minimise the 
potential for any limb dropping. 


The current application is once again using the 
arborist’s original report that the trees are 
failing, when 2 other arborists’ reports 
assessed the trees to be in good health.


Once again the Council has been forced to 
seek independent advice - which of course is 
being paid for by our rates and taxes.


Disappointingly due to new laws set by the 
State Government, those wanting to protect 
these trees cannot make representation at the 
Council’s  meeting.


SEE THESE TREES AT:

https://vimeo.com/198940979


https://vimeo.com/198940979
https://vimeo.com/198940979


These trees aren’t just trees! 

These magnificent trees at 47 Fairford St are 
estimated to be over 200 years old - if only 
they could talk.


Their significance is not just about their age 
but also about the place they have held within 
our community for so long.


Anne has lived in Cremorne Street Malvern for 
a large part of her life. “I was born in 1945 and 
grew up in the house here. I now live in a 
granny flat at the back, which my mother built 
in 1969 - I live pretty much under these trees. 
My daughter, who now lives in the main house, 
is the 5th generation of my family to live in the 
106-year-old house. My great grandmother 
built this and the adjoining house. The trees 
have always been part of our lives. These 
beautiful trees offer sanctuary for all kinds of 
wildlife. On a daily basis we hear kookaburras 
and by night mopokes can be heard. These 
birds tend not to move to other areas once 
their homes are destroyed and so will likely die 
on removal of these trees.” 

Cremorne St 1940 - river red gum trees in 

background



What Can You Do? 

If you are concerned about how 
decisions are being made and the 
destruction of important community 
assets for short term gain, have 
your voice heard. 

SIGN AN ONLINE PETITION AT: 
http://tinyurl.com/saveunleytrees 

And write to: 
Michael Hewitson AM 
Councillor City of Unley  

mhewitson@unley.sa.gov.au
Peter Tsokas 

CEO City of Unley

pobox1@unley.sa.gov.au


Lachlan Clyne 
Mayor City of Unley


mayor.clyne@unley.sa.gov.au


Join and support

Friends Of The City Of Unley Society Inc.


FOCUS 
https://focusonunley.wordpress.com/


Two people working to save the 47 Fairford St 
Trees:


Mark Patterson 
82 Cremorne St Malvern


0409 673 582

mark@gopattersonfilms.com


Anne Wharton 
c/o PO Box 172, Fullarton, 5062


0424 425 135

whartonanne@gmail.com
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