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17 March 2017 

 

Report on City Strategy and Development Policy Meeting 
 

On Tuesday 14 March 2017 Unley Council’s City Strategy and Development Policy Committee met to 

finalise recommendations for the Development Plan Amendment for Unley Central Precinct.    A number of 

long-standing members of FOCUS attended the meeting and one of them has provided this report. 

 

The main decisions reached were:   

 

1. The maximum height for buildings WEST of Unley Road will generally be nine storeys. However, 

there are other rules/guidelines regarding setbacks of buildings from adjacent streets, and the 

slope necessary to allow sunlight to reach the boundaries of the Unley Central Precinct, which will 

effectively limit much of the land facing the Soldiers’ Memorial Gardens, Thomas Street and 

Mornington Road, to five storeys. 

2.  The maximum height for buildings EAST of Unley Road in the Unley Central Precinct will generally 

be five storeys.  There are similar rules regarding setbacks from the street and angle of slope. 

3. The Committee gave special consideration to the “Village Green block” bounded by Oxford, Rugby, 

Edmund and Unley Road/Streets.   It adopted what has been called Proposal 2A, which allows up to 

2 storeys on land adjacent to residential streets and five storeys [can you believe this, after all the 

community concern which has been expressed about prohibiting any development on the Village 

Green?] for land in the “Village Green block” abutting Oxford Terrace. 

 

It is important to note that these recommendations will be considered and voted on by the Full Council on 

Tuesday 27 March at 7 pm.  Council may adopt them or may vote to alter them.  This is almost certainly the 

last chance for the community to insist on changes to these proposals.  After the 27 March meeting, it is 

expected that the plans will be sent to the Minister of Planning for consideration and approval. 

 

Matters considered by the Committee on 14 March, and some comments on what happened. 

 

Agenda Papers 

The Committee had received in advance a massive pile of reports, diagrams, maps etc. totalling well over 

300 pages.  I express my thanks to the CEO of Unley Council for providing a generous number of copies for 

public perusal during the meeting. 

 

Included in the 300-plus pages was a brief summary of every written submission [295 of them] made by 

individuals, community groups and business groups as part of the consultation process, and Council’s staff 

comments in response to them.  The great majority of responses summarised were strongly opposed to the 

height proposed to be allowed, expressed concern that the proposals would destroy the character of the 

Unley Centre Precinct, and were generally in strong disagreement with what was put forward. 

 

But while the Council staff doubtless considered these views, they were apparently not impressed, nor won 

over by the massive expression of community concern.  For this is what they put forward as a suggested 

response to the Minister [see Agenda Papers Page 255, Item 2.2.4 -  Community Feedback – Building 

Heights and Western Areas.]  I have inserted underlining for my emphasis. 

 

The picture can't be displayed.



PO Box 172 Fullarton SA 5063                               Email: focusonunley@gmail.com                            Web: www.focusonunley.org 

“A large number of the submissions received argued for lower or minimal building heights in the Civic 

centre.  However, the District Centre Zone is the key focal zone for the city and serves the wider community, 

which overall raised limited concerns, including from the adjacent primary catchment area which was 

provided with direct advice of the proposals” 

 

That was the response of the Council staff to the community concerns set out in, I estimate, well over 200 

submissions !!!  They say  “the community ...raised limited concerns”.  I find that hard to understand, and 

very disappointing. 

 

And, at the meeting on 14 March, the Committee accepted and endorsed the proposals set out at the 

beginning of this report.  

 

Members of the Committee who reached these decisions/recommendations  

 

Mayor Lachlan Clyne is an “ex-officio” member and was not there.  That was disappointing, particularly as 

we all remember the passionate motion he personally moved at the last Council [it was carried 7 votes to 5] 

that Council discontinue all planning for the Village Green area.  I understand that maybe the Mayor was 

absent from Adelaide on that day. 

 

Cr Michael Hewitson made a statement to the meeting ... clearly distressing to himself, and a big 

disappointment to the audience.  He has an adult child who, with a spouse and children, lives very close to 

the boundary of the Unley Centre Zone.  Because their property may be affected by the rezoning proposal, 

Cr Hewitson is deemed to have a ”material conflict of interest.”  He sought legal advice, he told the 

meeting, from Unley Council’s solicitors and another solicitor, both of whom advised that at law such a 

conflict existed, and that he could not participate in consideration of the DPA at neither Committee nor 

Council meeting ... in fact he had to leave the meeting room. 

 

That seems a very harsh situation.  Cr Hewitson has always struck me as a person always open to 

community views and comment, and who shows passionate concern for trees, the environment and 

heritage ... oh yes, and cycling!  But his views, and his vote, will not be heard. 

 

The audience noted with appreciation that Cr Jenny Boisvert proposed a motion that further consultation 

take place on the planning rules for the Village Green area before the DPA is finalised ... but nobody would 

second it, so that idea was squashed. 

 

Cr Don Palmer was his thoughtful self.  He is clearly concerned that if Unley does not put forward proposals 

in the DPA which are likely to meet with the Minister’s approval.... or very close to it – there is a danger 

that the Minister will impose his own policies about height and density of buildings ...potentially far more 

disturbing to most in the Unley community. 

 

Cr Michael Rabbitt was Chairperson.   

Mr Doug Wallace and Mr L. Roberts are “external” members appointed to the Committee for their 

expertise in planning and like matters.  They conducted themselves as one might expect. 

 

What happens now?  

 

The recommendations go to Council on 27 March.  Unless there is a very loud call from the community for 

(a) further consultation with us or (b) pressure on all Councillors to change the recommendations to better 

reflect community feelings, this thing will be set in concrete and sent to the Minister.    Are you prepared to 

fight to stop this happening? 

 

 


