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THE PLANNING AND DESIGN  CODE…. 
A Slippery Slope to Nowhere 

The South Australian Government’s draft Planning and Design Code, which was 
released prematurely on 1st October, is riddled with serious errors, poor policy, 
omissions, and is accompanied by an almost incomprehensible digital navigation 
system. 

There is now a considerable groundswell of public opinion, shared by the Local Government 
Association, expert urban planners, many parliamentarians, and, even, a demoralised Planning 
Department staff that the implementation of the Code must be delayed.   This would need to be 
followed by a process of review, repair and proper consultation with key stakeholders and the 
community, before any changes were made to the current planning system. 

Last week, State Parliament’s Upper House, with support from the Labor Opposition, voted to defer 
Code implementation date from 1st July 2020.   This sends a clear message to the Premier, his 
Planning Minister and Cabinet.     Continuing carriage and support of John Rau’s divisive Planning, 
Development and Infrastructure Act, passed in 2016 by the previous Labor Government, and the 
implementation of an unworkable Code, will pose a damaging electoral threat to him and his 
Government. 

Last Friday the Community Alliance SA and local residents demonstrated outside the Premier’s 
Norwood Electoral Office.   He must heed their message of concern about threatened heritage, 
unrestrained unban infill and the spread of high rise development in residential areas.  He risks 
sleepwalking into an electoral disaster. 

The Premier must rein in his Minister for Planning and the State Planning Commission who have 
released, and are marketing a Planning and Design Code that is unfit for purpose, and which has 
been a travesty of public communication and consultation. 

Professor Warren Jones AO is the Convenor of the Protect our Heritage Alliance, a coalition of 
concerned organisations and individuals, working to protect our built and natural environment. 
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