17 February 2020

THE TRUTH COMES OUT
The reasons given by planning Minister Stephan Knoll (Media Release 7 February 2020) for the
delayed implementation of the Planning and Design Code seemed implausible at the time. Now we
know that they were incorrect.
In his Media Release, the Minister said that:
“ The State Government is on track to deliver the new Planning and Design Code on time.”
“…….the advice from the (State Planning) Commission is that stake holders, councils and the
community are asking for more time to understand the Code and become familiar with the new
E Planning system”.
“It would be counterproductive to the planning system and developments across South
Australia if we were to ignore the feedback from councils and the community and push ahead
with the initial timelines.”
On face value, none of this made sense. The Government had been receiving, and largely ignoring,
advice and feedback from councils and the community for many months. And if further discussion was
to occur and more advice solicited, why was the ‘Consultation’ Period deadline maintained at February,
and not moved to accommodate further feedback.
As it turns out, the answer is simple. The Code delay has nothing to do with the reasons given by the
Minister. In fact, there is much evidence that the Code is an incomplete and ill-formed mess, and the
essential implementation tool, the electronic e- planning system is unworkable.
We now know this to be true, since on 14 February 2020, the following email was sent by a member of
the Planning Department staff in response to a public enquiry about the ‘consultation’ deadline:

If the Minister is intent on misleading the public, he should ensure that his Departmental staff are
briefed on, and complicit in, the deception.
The truth eventually comes out.
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