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        PLANNING AND DESIGN CODE AND COVID-19 
 
When the COVID 19 pandemic has passed, we may still be faced with the damaging 
consequences of the Government’s ill-considered proposed new planning system.   
Therefore, even in these difficult times, the Protect our Heritage campaign will remain 
active to maintain and enhance community awareness and to engage in the political 
process. 
 
The Protect our Heritage Alliance will keep up the pressure on Government MPs to divert 
them from the increasingly unpopular path they are following with the Planning and Design 
Code. 
 
The Alliance welcomes the news that Shadow Planning Minister Tony Picollo has written to 
Minister Knoll seeking a further deferral of the possible implementation of the Code (both 
Phase 2 Rural and Phase 3 Metropolitan) to at least July 2021.   This would place the 
Government in a difficult situation with the possible institution of widely criticised planning, 
development, infrastructure and heritage ‘reforms’, which would undoubtedly provoke a 
public backlash in the lead-up to the 2022 Elections. 
 
In the light of the increasing social and administrative disruption due to COVID 19 and the 
dire and intractable budgetary situation, it is possible that the Government will defer, 
indefinitely, any changes to the planning system.   Indeed this prospect was intimated 
recently in the commentary around Premier Steven Marshall’s massive relief package. 
 
In the meantime, the Code will receive continuing attention in the Parliament.  Labor’s Tony 
Picollo has introduced a Bill designed to transition Contributory Items to the Code, thereby 
ensuring increased, but still inadequate, protection for these essential components of our 
history and heritage. 
 
And the Protect our Heritage Petition of 15,600 signatures (the second largest presented) 
will be tabled in Parliament by the Greens’ Mark Parnell when the fate of the Planning and 
Design Code will again be debated. 
 
 



 

 

The groundswell of public opinion, and the combined effects of COVID 19 and the over-
stretched State Budget must force the Government to radically re-think its expensive and 
flawed plans to implement the Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act.      The 
process should be deferred indefinitely, pending the establishment of a new legislative 
framework, which will embody the wishes and aspirations of the community and will 
protect our unique built and natural amenity and our precious heritage. 
 
Professor Warren Jones AO is the Convenor of the Protect our Heritage Alliance, a coalition of 
concerned organisations and individuals, working to protect our built and natural environment. 
Phone:  0419 852 622    Email: convenor@protectourheritage.org.au


